3oo                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

ignorant of immortality. We may even, he says, go
further, and admit that before the Babylonian captivity
they had not a right conception of the unity of God.
It is certain that the unity which they ascribed to
God was not that transcendental metaphysical unity
which is the foundation of all natural theology. Or
if some did reach it, certainly it was not grasped by
the people, who could not be restrained from falling
into idolatry and going after strange gods, who were
to them also gods, but not so powerful as Jehovah,
their national Deity. To his remarks on this

* Fragment' Lessing adds the famous treatise on the

* Education of the Human Eace,? which he says had
been in circulation among  some friends, and from
which he confesses that he had himself borrowed
some ideas.

By regarding revelation as the education of the
race, it is supposed that many difficulties in theology
may be removed. By education we educe what is in
an individual, and so revelations brings out what is
already in the race. Human reason would itself have
reached the conclusions of revelation, but it would
have required a much longer time. The parallel,
however, is preserved. The mode of revelation like
that of education is progressive. God begins with
the Hebrew race and reveals Himself 'the God of
their fathers.7 By miracles He testifies that He is
greater and mightier than any other god. It was not
yet time to teach this race the immortality of the soul.
They had not capacity to understand any higher good
than temporal prosperity. When the child came of
age it was sent into foreign countries. Here it